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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following SERMON is preſented to 
tbe Public under ſeveral diſadvantages, which 
claim the candour of thoſe, who may condeſcend 
to read it, The Author was (o far from 
baving proper time to review and correct it, 
that be was obliged to deliver it in detached 
parts to the Printer, as faſt as be could copy 
it ; and was beſides, under ſuch bodily indiſ po- 


nion, at the time of its going to the Preſs, as 


to preclude that attention toit, which, even in 
be little time be had, he might other wiſe have 


; Paid. The defire of many of tbe hearers, and 
| tbe hope of its being ſerviceable to ſo me ſouls, 


are the only things which the Author would 
plead, for ſuffering the diſcourſe to go abraad, 
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The nature and happineſs of that ha- 
bitual preparation for death, & c. 
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Rv. Xv1, 1 5. &« Behold I come gs a thief, 
bleſſed is be that watcheth and keepeth hi, 
garments, leſt he walk naked and they ſee 


bis Dame. 


YT ſeems highly becoming that ſuch a creature as man, 
1 who is placed in a world of temptation, who carries the 
ſeeds of mortality in his boſom, who walks on the bor. 
: ders of the grave, and is at the ſame time, clothed with in- 
Mortality, ſhould watch and be ſober. Eternity how vaſt ! 
Haw big with ſolemnity the idea ! To live forever! To 
enter on an endleſs duration of -kappineſs or miſery ! To 
be by one fhort, ſudden tranſition, raiſed to the fraition of 
endleſs 


— — — KM —_— 
* 


43: 
endleſs blifs, or plunged down to the dark regions of ever. 
laſting deſpair ! To ſuftain the irreverſible ſentence 
Come ye bled, or ** Depart ye curſed” how ſolemn ! And 
ought not every man to be in cenſtant expeRation of this 
criſis ! Ought not every fon of Adam to feel himſelf as. juſt 
within the hearing of the ſammdns, as juſt about to make 

his ſolemn exit, and to enter on that grand point in the reve. 

lutions of the divine government; the period when the fate | 
ef millions is once for all to be decided ? Oh how proper, 
that all the powers of man be ſwallowed up in the frequent, +$ 
and realizing anticipation of theſe events! And is this in 4 
deed his character? Does he who boaſts, of reaſon, free-will 4 
and likeneſs to the Deity, by thus Ging. duly i improve the 
powers with which he is entruſted? Strange infatuation | 
Fooliſh madneſs ! How irrational is the reafoner? Inftead | 
of this, if we will look round upon the world, - we mall find 
the moſt of men but *©* children of 4 larger growth,” pleaſed | 
with trifles, giddy in the purſuit of ſhadows, immerſed in | 
vain, fruitleſs cares, heedleſs of futuriiy, ſome tripping gay- 
ly along, others harraffed with pains, others worried with | 
diſappointments ; but ſtill trifle, till alas, the triflers are ne 7 
more! They plunge, they fall, they die, and die eternally 4 
too. Awfal cat aftrophe! They never rouſe from their fatal 5 
ſtupidity; never wake, till in hell they Ii ap rheir 4 
eyes being in terment 1” This, alas, is the fate of millions 1 


Vor auido is the gate, and bread is « tbe way, which luadh | 
to L 4 
— — ——— — 


9 _ ag er 25, 5 « Theje all ge away into 
everlofling puniſement, but the righteons inte life der nal. 
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i deftruBiew, and many there be aybich tei threat”) Of wis 
fate we are all in danger, and without the prevention. of 
divine grace we ſhall certainly experience it, How Kind 
then, how ſeaſonable js the #dmonitien of our text ! hi is 
vſhered in with « call to attention, ar though ſomething of 
importance were to follow. It is an addreſs to mortal:, 


by him. who is filed the Alpha and Omega, even to heed- 
leſs, dying, yet immortal men. Behold, ** Behold 1 come , as 


proper, ih  1bief, bleged is he that watcheth, c.“ It is highly probable, 
this in to ſome intereſting events in the kingdom of Providence, 
had vin 4 But it is an old, and juſt remark, that ſuch paſſages of ſcrip. 
ve the | 


that this paſſage has a prophetic fignificatien,. and points 


ture have commonly a double reference, A ſingle pre- 


Ji&ion often points te two or mere objects. In cenformity 


to which general rule, we may conſider the text, av pre- 


didting an intereſting temporal event, and at the ſame 
time roufing the attention of men, to the great deciſive 
events, which they are to paſi through; preparatory to theit 
final allotments in eternity. Surely my brethren, no ſub- 
je& is calculated to engroſs y our deepeſt attention like this. 


an intereſting ſubject? Let me hope then, for your ſerious 
and prayerful attention, while I endeavour to illuftrate and 


re, to ſhew, 


thick, | 
2 2, What 


Can you love your intereſts, and not feel concerned in ſuck 


1. The i import of the declaration « Behold I come 1 2 
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3. The blefſedneſs of him. who uche _ "keepetk 
his garments in the ſenſe of the text, 


Then will follow'an improvement, ſuited to the ſabjeR, | 
and the ſolemn occafivn on am we are convened, To te- 
turn. Ap "WT of 
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7. [am to point BUY the TEL of the” dechuratien ö 
c Behold I come ab a thief.” 1 


It has already been hiated whois the perſon ſpeaking. Iti is ? 
no other than Jeſus Chriſt. To him all power in heaven and [ 
earth, is eommitted. He conduct, the great events of provĩ | 
dence, he ſuperintends the affairs of his Church, and he it is, 
who will finally render **anto every one according to bis works.” | 


The period of time to which the declaration refers, may be Wh 


conſidered, either that of death or the final judgment, But 
becauſe death carries in it to each individual, nearly all 
the important concernments, of the deciſive trial, it may be 


proper to view it with a particular reference to our diſſola- WF 
| tion, | 


a 

At death men finiſh their probationary ſtate, they enter 
upon the retributions of eternity, and feel the immenſe cou- 
ſequences of obedieace,or diſogediease o the goſpel. In 


reference to this event, Chriſt may be juſtly ſaid to come as 
a chief. It will not be ar o be very particular, in 
6 uafoldiag 
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(une); 
fording the pertineney of the ſimilitade here uſad. It in 
ſaffcient tb obſerve, that what the compariſon prineipally 


vipties, and en forces, reſpeding [Chriſt's coming, is, | the 


faddenndſy and unexpectedneſs of it zhis coming ſoon, and 
he fore we are aware of it. This, in moſt inſtances, is the 

« \thre of his approach in the hour of mortality. He feats 
upon mankind Joon and untxprAtdly, How many are called 
to the grave ja infancy, and childhood 1 How many youth 
za the bloom and vigour of life are cut down ' ſuddenly” by 


1 the arreſts of death ! How many alas, are hurried from 
2 | ſcenes of gaiety to the grave, from licentious revels to the 
read tribunal! How many are tanning a round of criminal 


zudulgences, regardleſs of God, deſpiſing Chriſt, and feat. 
Icfs of futurity ; bit death, like the Angel meetiag Balaam, 
ſteps ſuddenly in their way, and utetee pts them ia their 
career. They are affrighted, they ſee, though hitherto lit- 
tle aware of it, that eternity is juſt before them, they ſhud. 
How many thouſands are 
ot down i in a ſudden and unexpected hour in the held of 
battle! What vaſt multitudes are inſlantancouſly ſwept 2— 
vay by onforſeen accidents! How many ſeamen are obliged 
add: aly, to make the involuntary plunge, notonly into the 
briny waters, but into the ſhoreleſs ocean of! eternity ! Vaſt | 
zambers of each ſex and of every age who enjoy domeſlie ad- 
antages, and li ve under the meridian blaze of revealed 
roth, who yet, even while they hug. their Iniquities, cry 


| race PEACE to themſelves under the treacherous deluGon of a 


ong life to come, chuſe to be as great ſtrangers as podible 10 


eternity 
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eternityy rid themſelvet of all ſerious refleftion, who ſeok fas 
Maumberieſs amuſements to antoxicate their minds, and call 
heic attention from be grave, who ſliſle the honeſt dictates 
of conſcience, refift the remonflrances of reaſon and ſerip- 
ture, run the-whirl of impiety, but are ſuddenly ext of 
and that without remedy.” To fuch Chriſt emphatically 
comes as a thief. How ſadden, how unexpected their tran. | 
ftion ! There are frequent inftances. in which men of buſi- 4 
nefs are in an unlook'd for and ſurpriſing, manner ſummoned 
into eternity. From the midſt of worldly cares, and ſenſu- 1 ; 
al objects, they are called to converſe with inviüble realities, 
While they are forming projects, and laying deep ſchemes 
For the acquiſition of temporal objects, while they are eager | 
In the chaſe of wealth, and honour, and are looking forward 
to foture ſeenes of earthly Ggure and dignity, they -are is 
many inſtances ſuddenly ſnatched from the objects which | 
they love moſt, are obliged to bid adica to the world, and 
to meet their judge, There are inaumerable ways, in 
which we may by an unexpected tranſition, paſs from this 
into the eternal tate. Diſorders may have taken deep root 
in our conſlitotion before we are aware, They may be en. 
ſuming us by ſpeedy advances, while we are flattering our- 
ſelves with days, and years to come, in long ſucceſſion... 450 
even in the moſt favourable view of che matter, when dit. 
eaſes are of a lingering nature, and perſons have andiſputed | 
admonitions of the approach of death, yet in this caſe, ob- 
ſervation aſſures us it is often unexpefed, Death 5 ie all 
event of painfal confideration to moſt men. It is an event, 


which they love to put far diftant, Even when the decays of 
| OO fed th 
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nature bear indubitable preſages of its approach, they are un- 
willing to realize that it is at hand. They with to live. 
They hope that they ſhall live ; and they cannot admit an 
oppoſite idea. Under the moſt threatning circumſtances 
hey flatter themſelves, that ſome application or incident, 
will give a favourable turn to their diſorder, and lead on te 


ſeek (av 
and call 
diQatey 
d ſcrip. 
cut of 
atically| 


ir tran. recovery ; but death comes, their hopes are blaſted, and 
of buſi. | iſed i ; 

1 after all they are ſurpriſed into eternity. In ſhort, whe: 
oy FU ec are in the vigour of health, or labouring under infirmi- 
| e ies, though we but little realize the fact, our frame is but 
e 2 | | 

2. b tottering ſtructure. Death is at the door. Time is con- 
ſchemes 3 


antly on the wing. The ſand is inceſſantly running, and 


re eager | | 

W 5 he laſt muſt ſoon fall. So that even in the longeſt and 
y -are i oft healthful life, death may be ſaid to ſeal on us by ſwiſt 
a which dvances, The language of the ſacred penman is particu- 


1d, and larly bold and ſtriking on this ſubject. New my days are 
yays, in =» i/ter than a poſt, they fire away, they ſee no good. They are 
Com this afed away as the ſevift ſhips, as the eagle that haſleth jo the 


cep root - Ts there not an appointed time unte man? Are not his 
y be con- es 21/0 lite the days of an birding ? He cometh ferth like 4 
ing our- Fower and it cut down, be fleeth alſo as a acta and conti- 


on. And J weth not. Such, my friends, is the voice of ſcripture, cf 
vhen dif, W=P*rience, and of the preſent ſolemnities. We are all, whe- 
adiſp . ; her old or young, male or female, whether gay or ſerions, 
= obe! earleſs or fearful of death, whether flombering in canal 


ach is an ecurity, or ſpiritually wakeful, travelling to the temb, and 
in event, re probably much nearer to it than we apprehend, Our 
decays of Mathers have fallen aſleep. Milliens who as little rea!- 
nature zed the certainty and nearneſs of death as we Co row, have 
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bowel to the king of terrors in ſucceſſive generations, and 
the ſame debt is ftill due to nature; ſo inevitably due, that 


none of us can be exempted from it, For it is appointed 


unte all men once to dit, and after deatb the judgment. Our 
neighbonrs and acquaintance, one after another, of which 


we have an affeNing inftance before us, are crumbling to 
the duſt. Death knocks at the door, and the object of his 
miſſion falls a victim to his ſtroke. The call then both by 


Revelation, and the provid:nce of Gov comes emphatical- 
ly addreſfed to all of us, and particularly fo at this time, 
«© Behold I come as a thief.” Bat for what end doth Chriſt 
come as a thief ? For what purpoſes doth he thus ſtea} upon 
the childrea of men in the event of mortality “ Is it mere- 
ly to fe parate them from temporal objects? I» it merely ts 
lay proſtrate a feeble body? No. It is to carry into execu- 


tion the plan of his goverament in the allotments of the re - 


tributive ſtate. It is co diſlolge the ſoul, and either to in- 
troduce 1t to the manſions of endleſs reſt, or to conſfignit to a 
ſtate of everlaſting puniſhnent, according ts. the things 
done in the body. This may lead us to realize the propri- 
ety of the emphatic exclamation, Behold. This. certainly 


is a challenge of our attention and moſt ſerious obſervance, 


particularly with reſpet to the folema iſſue. of death. 
© Behold, Attend mortals, confider ye thaughtleſs, wain and gid- 
6 oy creatures, See the deſolation which death is making around 
& you. See bow faſt the tide | of time is bearing you into the 
© ocean of eternity, See how: unexp4Bedly thouſands around 
* you are called to their trial, bow they fall beneath the grole 
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© of the lia of terrers as graſi beneath 'the band of the mexuer, 
« how no condition ia life is exempicd, and le rfſured ih at q eu 
** yerſonally will ſoon be-arrified, and that your irreæ tiſible 
* trial is at hand. Confider this, ye who fen get COD. A.. 
7 tend to the things which belong. 10 your pence, tft they be for- 
* ever bid from your eyes, New is the accefted time, new is 
* the day of ſalvation / This condemns our urapprebenſive- 
neſs of the coming of Chriſt at death, and ovr diſpofiticn 
to throw eternity at a diſtance as the moſt deluſive, ſtopid 
folly of which. we are capable ; and points ovt the infinite 
Importance of the oppoſite conduct. Which brings me to 


new as was No 8 


2. What f it is to watch and keep the garments in reſer- 
ence to the coming. of Chriſt. The term ncaich is probably 
a figure drawn from the buſineſs of a centine], whoſe pro- 
vince it is to keep a vigilant eye over the city, camp, or 
goods, placed under his care, and to give the earlieſt notice 
of every hoſtile, and threatning appearance; and implies ® 
wakeful ſober & faithful attention to our duty, This phraſecls- 
BY * keeperb bis garments,” is doubtleſs,a metaphor taken from 
common life, and is deſcriptive of that purity and ſanctity, 
which chriſtians are bound to preſerve in expe&ation ef 


ſoon meeting their Saviour and Judge, Keeping of the gar- 


ments may either have teſpect, io the preſerving of them 
neat, clean, and in decent order; oSto a fecuring of them 
in poſſeflion, ſafe from the hands cf the ſpoiler. Garments 
are kept in the firſt ſenſe, when they are preſerved frem 
duſt, and every kind of pollution. They are kept in the 
latter 


— — 


te certainty, nearneſs, and vaſtly weighty conſ-quences of 
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latter ſenſe, when they are in ſecure and known poſſeſſion; 


and are at hand for immediate {ervice, 30 that to watch 
and keep the garments is, without a figure, tq keep conſtantly 


in view, as far as the unavoidable cares of life will admit, 


death; to maintain in reference to it, a ſtrig and orayer- 
fal inſpection over our hearts and lives; to beware of the 
temptations to ſloth and ſenſuality which may beſet us; 
to keep ourſelve, pure and unſpotted from the world; te 
have our grac*s in exerciſe, our chriſtian armoar on, our 
field of faith in hand, and ve in all reſoe ; realy to meet 
our GOD. Oae great bie of Cirit's m2A1ixtion was to 
redeem his people fron their fins, to.tranlate them from 
darkneſs to light, to 4well in then by his grace, to warm 
them with holy bee, to point their minds forward to things 
inviſible and immortal, to enlarge their views, elevate their 
hopes and en lues them with ſach ſpiritual ſtrength, as to 
enable them to riſe, in 2 good degree at leaſt, above the 
frowns and flatteries, the ſedu tions and follies of this pre- 
ſeat evil world; and that clathed with aſobzr, anl aff: A- 


onate regard, to the greateſt ohje &; and event; in the uai- 
verſe, they migit ſhine as lights in the mid} of a crooked 
and perverſe nation, So that then, and then only, do pro- 


teſſ:i chriſtians comport with the delign and tendency of 


our holy relizioa, thea only do they ad worthy of tacir 
high vocation whea thay live as dying na; Waen their 
feelings and views correſpond with the demands of chriſtian 


duty, When they conduct under the influence, of the 
„ weighty truths of the goſpel, are deaf to the infiguations of 
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(17) 
vice, are reſolved in divine ſtrength to conflit with world. 
ly allurements, act from principles of diſiatereſted love to 
Goo, to Car er and men; and, having their eye fixed, on | 


the honour of Cyr187, and the deciſions of the re ſurrecti- 
en morn, carefully endeavour, to maintain conſciences and 


examnles, void nfoF-nce towards Gop and towards men. 
Th ns it was with the holy patriarchs, apoſtles and primitive 
ehriſtiang. They declared plainly that they Jeught a city. 
F hey 201/424 nt in the 2o1y of Hier, nor /at in the hat of the 
feernful, They hosted not at the things which are ſeen 
and are temboyal, hut at th1% things which are bt jeen and 
are eternal. Tnflienced by the precepts of their Maſter, 
and imnreT:1 with a-deep ſenſe of the all important eon- 
cernments of his kiazdon and of the fature world, aiming 
at his glory and the heft intereſts of men; they wre filed with 
ftemntation, were unmoved by the threats of the powerful, 
and oxtiently carried their croſs even unto death. Such is 
the di tingaiſhing charader of the true chriſtian, Tus 
mu# he do who would yield obedience to the duty urged in 
the text. He muſt think much, and with ſerious, ſelf- ap- 
plication, on death, judgement, heaven and hell. It maſt 
be his concern to manifeſt a loval attachment to the Sa- 
viour of the world, even in the molt trying conflicts, It 
muſt be his object ſtrictly to adhere to CHRIST 's require- 
ments, to whacever temporal evils it may ſubject him 
Duty, with him, muſt ever have the aicendency over his 
intereſts and [elf-gratification. It muſt be his bulinch. ts 
watch againk the influence of bad example, againſt the cor- 
Tuptions of his awa heart, the infidious perſuafions ef finners 
and 
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and the wiles of the devil. He muſt commune with Gow, 
and pray left be enter into temptation. By purtne/r, by Inoxye 
ladge, by long ſuffering, by kindne/s, by the Holy Ghoſt, by leut 
wnſtigned, by the word of truth, by the armour of righteous 
nei, he muſt eqyſientiouſly follow the light of inſpired 
troth, glerifying GOD in his body and /pirit which are hit, 
Something like this, I apprehend it is, to watch and keep 

garments in reference to Cnr1s7's approach, Not 

t I would inſiſt on perfection as attainable in this liſe, or 
as a neceſſary prerequiſite to our acquitance at the bar 
ef GOD. But inaſmuch as, ** wvithout holineſs no man 
ſhall ſee GOD, and as that holineſs, on which the ſcriptures 
| Indiſt, eſſentially includes the ſpirit, life, and character, 
I have curſorily deſeribed; it muſt be, that in theſe things 
conſiſts the nature of that watching, and keeping of the gar- 
ments, which are neceſſary to all due 3 for Chriſt' 
coming. 

We are now to conſider, 

3. The bleſſedneſs of the man who watcheth, and keep- 
eth his garments. ** Blaſſid is be that watcheth and keep= 
2th his garments, left he allt naked and they ſee bis ſhame,” 
Far different is the ſtate of this good man, from his, who 
is deſtitute of the garment of righceouſneis, and the ſhame 


of whoſe impiety, worldly mindedneſs, ſenſuality, and 


floth is ſeen. His bleſſedneſs begins even in this world. 
Virtue is its own reward. Holineſs and happineſs are in- 
ſeparably eennected. It is his to be able, in the triumphs 
of a well grounded faith, to ſay, If GOD be for us, who 
cas be againſt us Abe ball ſaperate us from the love of 
Cid 
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to anticipate the bliſs of the redeemed in glory, 


{ «93 

brift ? ſhall tribulation, or perſecation, er naledneſi, or peril 
bord ? Nay in all theſe things, aue are more than con- 
verors,- His, is that hope which throws an animating luſtreon 
he proſpeQs of futurity. His, is that holy ſerenity of ſoul, 
hat inward peace amidſt the ſtorms of a tumultuous world 
hich Cun19T left as his laſt legacy to his diſciples. His it 18 
His is 
hat ſubſtantial joy, which reſults from humble and filial 

>mmunion with the blefled God. Without however, 
ttempting to delineate thoſe inward pleaſures of ſoul, 
which are immediately connected with ſuch watchfulne(s 
und diligence in duty, which are known only to the expe- 


rienced chriſtian, and by him are better known by expe- 
rience, than conceived by deſcription, I would obſerve, 


that he is peculiarly bleſſed in that he is prepared for 

eath. He can or has reaſon to ſay with St. Paul I am 
in « frait betwixt two, having a deſirs to depart and be with 
Chriſt which is far better. Other men, in general, unleſs 
blinded by ſome groundleſs, deluſery notions of Cop, his 
government, or themſelves, tremble at the proſpe& of 
death. Let them in a ſolitary moment turn a thought 
that they muſt die, anda cold chill of anxiety runs through 
them- When they think of launching into eternity, with 
any ſerious realizing apprehenſions of it, it is with a deep. 
felt horror. A conſciouſheſs of guilt, throws a gloom over 
mortality which is very hideous, But the pious watchful 
chriſtian, who conſcientiouſly endeavours to keep himſelf 
unſpotted from the world, and who lives in habitual 
view of things inviſible, has learat te die, Death is ne 

ſtranger 
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ranger to him, but one of his familiars. He can bid him 
welcome, and when called, with tranquility reſign his ſpi- 
rit into the hands of his Saviour. Let death come ever 


ſo ſaddenly, it is nought to him. Let the manner of kis dif. 
folution be ſpeedy, or lingering, he ftands equipt, and all 


is happy. He lays down bis corruptible, but to put on incor- 
ruption ; and his mortal, but to put en immortality. After 
death his bleſſedneſs is compleat. Then he finds himſelf 
richly rewarded far his watchfulneſs and diligence, his 
prayerfulncſs and fſelf-denial. Then he finds that. evhoyo- 
ever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance, 


He experiences the truth of our Lord's aſſertion-. ** Bleſſed 52 
are ihoje ſervants, whom their Lord, when he cometh, ſtall find ports 
ſo doing ; werily T1 /ay unto you, he Hall gird bi nſelt, and make tity; 
them fit down, and will come forth and jerve them.” Then be Wh. oc 
comes to the general ofjembly and church of the Hir born, 10 GOD ſary * 
the juage of all, and to Jpiris ju mer moae ferfedl, and to "Oh; 
Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant, and to an innumerable bliad 
company of Angels. The joys of Reaven which zre the Maos 
portion of the watchful, humble chriſtian, do indeed ex- MW;..q., 


ceed all deſcription. The happy individual u ho once ar- 
rives ſafe to that bleſſed world, becomes perfect in his mo- rang 
ral character, is ſecure from the infection of ſin, is beyobd 


thia 
the reach of pain, is a f ure and holy ſpirit, errebled in bis MW: ata; 
faculties, is admitted into the boſom of COD as his al- the i 


mighty and unalterable friend, enjoys Chriſt in all the ful- 

nels of his mediatorial glory, and aſſeciates, in the enjoy. MW Hey, 

ment of perfect and eneiſiuibed love, with holy Saints and 

Angels. In ſhort he becomes the eternal ſubject of that 
bleNedn eſs 


6 
blefſedneſs which ere bath not ſeen nor bar heard, nor the 
bid him -t of man conceived, a bleſſedneſs which will never cloy : 
1 his ſpi- dat will be enjoyed with the moſt exquiſite reliſu, and 
me ever Wwhich will laſt when monuments of heman art ard irduſ- 
f his dif. oh have gone to ruins, when the pride of empire is no 


„ and all N ore, and millions of ages have wafled away. | 


en incor- 
4 IN RR O VEMENT.. 

_— 1. It is natural in the review of our ſubject to parſe & 
ace, hie moment and wonder at the ſtupidity of carnally lechre 
t. 20/0 j06- 


finners. Such is the certainty, and the nearneſs, ſuch is fre- 
Pandance quently the unexpectedneſs, and the folewn 3fve 
Blaſel Not the coming of Chriſt at death; ſuch is the natrre, im- 
Wall. find portance and bleſſedneſs of chriſtian watebfulneſs, ard {zne- 
and made tity; and yet, what very little attention is paid by mankind 


Then be ie general to the event, or to the duties which are veceſ- 
1 ONE fary in preparation for it ! In what a deplorable and a- 
. . farming lethargy are mankird plonged ! What an a fu 
numerabli 


bliadneſs to our higheſt concerns bath happened tous We 
ze the kaow we muſt die. We know we may die ſoon, yes in 28 
deed ex- Hinflant. We believe we are accountable. But yet, whirl a- 
once at's WW way our time, as though it were nothing worth. Thou- 
bis mo- ſands are like the rich man in the geſpel ſaying, ſoul take 
beyodd mine caſe, The poiſon has infinuated itſelf deeply, The 
ed in bis istatustion has ſpread far and wide. Nor is it confined to 
e his al- the i ignorant and obſcure ; but men of ſenſe and leztvings 
| the fol” Was readily as any, fink under the faſcinating pewer cl its. 
ie enjoy. ¶ He many men are there of brilliant abilities, in cecoromi- 
zints and | D | | cal, 
ol that ; 

Tedn eſs 
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cal, literary and political reſpecti, who have no principles 
at all by which they expect to die: who tre as abſolutely 
regardlefs of futurity as the verieſt lamp of flupidity in 8. 
ture. If aſtoniſhment could find the boſoms of angele, one 
would ſuppoſe they would be deeply aſtoniſhed at ſuck con- 
duct. | | 


2. From our ſubject we are led to reflef, how Kupidly, 
and how fatall7 do thoſe miſtake, who build their hopes of 
ſalvation upon a mere profeſſion, and their ſuppoſed outward 


morality, while they are really deftitute of the power of 
godlineſs and all rea! conformity to the goſpel. We fee 
from the inftraQions of ſeripture and the examples of holy 
men which are left on ſacred record; that it eſſentially be- 
longs to the true follower of Chrift, to watch ; and affidu- 
ouſly to ftrive to keep his garments clean; to maintain the 
@hriſtian conflict; to guard, with conſcientious ſtrictaeſs, a- 
gainſt all the approaches of fin; to make religion a buſineſs; 
to walk with God, in ſocial, and ſecret prayer, and to live as 2 
ſtranger and pilgrim, ſeeking a city which is to come» 
whoſe builder and maker is Gop. Yet how many are 
there who call themſelves by the name of Chriſt, and ex- 
pect the rewards of his kingdom, while they are abſolute 
ſtrangers to the transforming agency of divine grace, to all 
holy exerciſes, to trae chriſtian watchfalneſs, and are in 
fact not the ſubje ds of that ſpiritual mind which is life and 
peace, but of that carna! mind which is death; are cone 
formed to the world, to the maxims, indulgences, ſpiritual 


flath, pride, aud folly of it. Are there got many preſent of thit 
deſcription 


( 23) 


principles {Weſcription ? Fate beed, I intreat you my friends, % 4 
abſolutely Mme bring left, gone of you foould [arm to fall Sort of it. 
lity in na. Remember that Chriſ is coming in the clouds, aad that every 
ngele, one Wh: h ee him. Bled is he, and he only , who watcheth and 


ſack con · {Weeperh his garments. With reſpect to the worldly and pol- 


uted finner, he all walk naked and they all fer his ſhame, 
0D hath ſaid he will earch Feruſalem with candler, and the 
en who are ſettled on their lees, that the hypocrites hope foall 
r hopes of Meriſb, and that all they that truſ in lring vanitics hall be 
d outward %%. Chriſt is coming as @ thief and bis fan is ia 
power of i hand, be will chroughly purge his floor, and gather bis 
We ſee beat into his garner, but the chaff be will Burn with un- 
2s of holy {hzenchable Fre. What aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe will over- 
tially bes Nrhelm the graceleſs pro fefſor, when he appears unbodied 
nd afſidu- Wefore the throne of infinite purity, when ke is weighed 
tain the ſa the balance and found wanting ! What a ſad tranſitions 
neſs, a- Nhat a tremendous plunge, from the height of delufire 
buſineſs ; Nope, to abſolute and endleſs deſpair! Salt is good, but if 
live 28625, falt have loft its ſaurur wherewith ſhall it be ſalted ? 


 Rupidly, 


© comes Wt i; henceforth good for nothing, but % be caft out and to le 
many are redes wnder foot of men. 

and ex- 

abſolute 3. Our ſabje g teaches us that true chriſtians, who have 
a. ws off he love of GOD and of Custer ſhed abroad in their hearts, 
d are in {WÞav* no reaſon to he afraid of death. They are of the num. 
life and Per of thoſe Who watch and keep their garments. And our 


vine R-12-mer, he who hath the keys of the inviſible 
orld. who Seth and no man openeth ; and ofpeneth and no 


ax jhuttuh, pronounceck them bleſſed, Death therefore 
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% them 1s no enemy, but a friendly meſſenger from the f 

her bf love, to tranſlate them to a higher ſtation, and mort 
exalted employments in his kingdom. Blefed are the dea Th 
«who die in the Lord, from henceforth, yea ſaith the ſpirit, tba 
they may ref! from thtir labours and their wor ks do follow them 


4. The truths which have been ſuggeſted, in coincident 


with the melancholy & afflictive event, which has convenet m_ 
us together, may be improved to awaken all of vs of chilli © 
aſſembly, from chat ſpiritual lethargy into which, as appear aſſe 
from tov vifible evidenees, we are ſunk, and to excite in all, * 

in 


eſpecially in careleſs impenitent ſinners, old and young, 
deep ſolicitude to ſecure the one thing needful. The deei- mY 
five inſtructions of GOD's word, and the uniform experience 
of paſt times, unitedly declare that death is ſtealing upon az ab 


by haſty approaches. They declare that none are exempt oft 
from his ſtroke, however little it may berealized, and how leſs 
wit 


ever imperceptible his approach may be. They proclaim 
that our days are as a hand breadth, and that eternity is ju © 
before us. Hence the alarming language of the text; 
comes addrefſed to every one of us, '«* Bubeld I come as 4 
thief, bleſſed is he that wwatchith and heepeth his garments left hz 
wall nakrd and ther fee his amt. The ſingularly afflictive 
inſtances of mortality which have called us together on the 


preſent occaſion, are but an echo to this folemn addreſs of jo 
inſpired truth. The two young. perſons who lie breathleſs N 

before a, * who e hodies are now fo be laid in che celd,dark 4 
manſion of the grave, were but a-litcle time fince, in the ac- . 


tivity of life ; and had perhaps as little apprehenſion of be- m- 
ing de 
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and mort 
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lag fo ſoon ſummoned out of the world as any of us preſent+ 
They had the advantage of youth on their fide, and preba_ 
bly, had youthful proſpects. But behold, they are no more, 
Their limbs are faſt bound in the iron bands of death. The 
Voice which addreſſes you they hear not. It is true their 
death was not ſo ſedden as is that of ſome others, Their 
diſorder was ſomewhat of a lingering nature; but who of this 
aNembly- expected, a few months ago, that death was ſo 
near them? Who of us marked hem out as the victims of the 
king of terrors Who of us expected that ſo complicated, ſo 
ſingular, ſo heavy an affliction, would befal the mourning 
family, as that of which we are now the ſpeRators ?—"To ſee 
a brother and fiſter ſo ſoon, in the midſt of youth, called out 
of the world together ; and to ſee them lying together breath- 
leſs corpſes, as they now do, can hardly fail of 6115 ing us, 
with a deep ſenſe of our frailty, and the abſolute uncertain- 
ty of life, and our conſtant expoſedneſs to death. Oh how 
uncertain are all human things! What is our life but a va- 
pour which appeareth for a little time and then vaniſheth 
away? Verily man at bis beſt eſtate is altogether vanity* 
E is not my deſign to give the characters of our friends, 
whoſe funeral ſolemnities we are attending. Had my ac- 
quaintance with them been ſo intimate as to have fnrniſh. 
ed me for the taſk, I have too ill an opinion of the practice, 
in which ſome indulge themſelves, of drawing the charac- 
ters of the dead, on occaſions like this, that I muſt have ex- 
cuſed myſelf from undertakivg it; Let us rather my friends, 
make it our object to improve this ſolemn event, in coinci- 
dence wick the inſtructions of our ſubjeQ, to eur own ſpirit- 
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| al quickening, and reparation for the ſame change throug 


; ing change i is before us all, and is juſt at hand. The las 


man cometh. We muſt all launch on that far diſtant VOy agy 
from which there is no return. We muſt leave theſe bo 


who ſearcheth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the childre, 


. of worldly wealth avail you ? Will it comfort you that you 
- have eat the bread of carefulneſs and conſumed your tim 


pooſed beauty of form, force of genius, or faſhionable indy! 
©. igences and follies avail you ? Will then any empty profſeſſ 
ons, or lukewarm morality, reſulting from mere ſelſiſhneſ 
not a regard to God's glory, be all, that you will need 
Will any falſe, ſelf-flattering notions of the divine charzGter 


ments of religion, which ſo much bald vou up in yau 
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which our young friends have paſſed. The ſame intereſt 


_ gage of this providence to every one of us, not only to th 
_ young, but to the middle aged, to the old, to all, is, 4 B 


ye alſo — for in ſuch an hour as ye think not the fon « 
dies to be the prey of worms, and our ſouls, ovry proper 
ſelves, muſt appear diſembodied before the tribunal of him 


of men ; aud who will render unto every one according t 
his works. Oh the ſolemnities of the deciſive jodgement! 


How infinitely momentons that period ! And what, my : * 
friends, think you will anſwer the purpoſes of that day lm 
With what recommendations, under what circumſtancellhis 
_ ſhall we wiſh then to meet our Judge? Will then, ye rekion | 


jectete of Chriſt, your houſes, your fields, your acquif tion 


and ftrength in accumulating earthly ſubflance, while yo 
have neglected Ge and yours ſouls? Will then any ſup 


of yourſelves, or of the doftrines, duties, & infinite concer 
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„ now, avail you at that intereſting period ? Oh n., 
very inak of falſehood and hypocriſy will then be pulled 
F. The ſelf. flattering dreams of finners who cry peace 

a the midſt of their iaiquities will forever vaniſh awayz 
ad the hearts of all will be weighed in the impartial bal- 
ace of Omaiſcient Holineſs. Then nothing will avail us 
ut anintereſt in Chrift; that living faith in him, which” 
orketh by hoe, purifieth the heart and evercemeth the uur: 
Then thoſe only will be bleſſed, abe bave watched .. 
ept ihiir garments. Let me exbort you then my dear friends, 
owatch and keep your garments, Make Gov in Chriſt” 
our refuge, Submit to the overtures of divine wercy. 
Senſible of your guilt, and juſt expoſedneſs to endlefs ruin, 
ty to the arms ofa Saviour. Take up the croſs of ſelf. deni · 
and follow Chriſt. Be chriſlians indeed, in heart and 
l manner of converſation, If you will not ccmply with 
his your obvious and immediate duty, be aſlured ycur por- 
ion muſt be to lie down in forrew. If you will comply 
ith it and ſubmit to Chrift, as the Goſpel direQs, and 
your higheſt intereſts demand, time and eternity will ſmile 


pon you. You will triumph over death, and at the laſt 
emu day of account, receive the welcome of Jeſus, ©** Come 


pe bleſſed of my father, inkerut the kingaem retard for you 
rem the /cunaaticn of the world, 


I row beg your patience, while I cloſe with a hort ad. 
rels to the mourning and aflifee family, 


* 
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Mr nn FRIENDS, 

God i in his holy and anerring providence has called yo 

10 ingular, aftition, The heavy, the double loſs whic! 
hath befallen yaur family, as it is attended with ſeveral 
circumftznces of peculiar tenderneſs, muſt of neceſſity 
waund your feelings very deeply. Yeu, Sir, hove cloſed 
the eyes of to children who undoubtedly had a ſenſible in- 
tereſt in your affeRions,. And you my young friends, are 


called to part with, and lay in the duſt, a brother and fi ſter, 


with whom truſt, yon have lived i in that harmony, which 
froald be the ornament of all families, We who are 
neighbours and acquaintance ſympathize with you in your 
afllicion; and defire to life our hearts to God. that he wou'd 
dip eaſo to ye coxſylitinhs of his grac?, give you reſig- 

ngtion to his will, that peace ia him which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. and cauſe chat this aRiQion, tho? for the pre- 
ſegt not joyous but grevious, may work out for you a far 
more abundant and: eternal weight of glory. Let it com- 
fort Yau, my. friends, that you do not mourn. as thoſe who 
baye ne hope zand eſpecially, that this event bach ſallen out 
unger-the d direction of the ſupreme Governor of the univerſe, 
who cannot do wrong, and whoſe adminiſtrations are confilt- 
ent with the mot perfect wiſdom and goodaeſs, Though to 


us clouds and darkneſs are round about him, juſtice and 


judggme ment gre the þ habitation of his throne. Submit then 
x0 his will. Say, Thoogh the [7 tree ſhall not bloffom 
and there be no fruit in the vine, though the labour of the 
olive all fail, and the fields yield no meat, though the 


Qocks be cat off from the fold and there be no herd in the 
ſtall 
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fall yet we will rejoice in the Lord and joy id. 


our ſalvation.” And let me entreat yen to improve tits --. 


providence to the great purpoſes of your eternal welfare, 
Conſider theſe your friends as addrefling you from their 
ſleeping duſt, Be ye al/o ready, and prepare te meet your 
Gov. Realize that the time is ſhort, and though they can» 
not return to you, you muſt go to them. Take heed that 
you watch and keep your garments. Very ſoon and you 
will be laid with them in the manſions of the dead. You, 
yourſelves muſt ſhortly launch into eternity. Yeu muſt in 
a few days appear before the judgment ſeat of CHRIST. 
Thrice happy if you are then found to have been the true 
Oh may you be wiſe, may you un, 


derſtand this; may you conſider your latter end. May di- 
vine grace teach you and teach us all ſs to live, that we 
may die in peace, and de raiſed to the endleſs enjoy ment of 
that bleſſedneſs, which is the portion of the juſt, Now un- 
to him who is the reſutrection and the life, who bath tri- 
umphed over death, and led captivity captive, be glory and 
dominion in the church forever, 


AMEN. 
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